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common ground that the Austrians must be driven be-
yond the Alps. It was bad enough that they should
occupy the two splendid provinces of Lombardy
and Venetia, but even worse that behind every
corrupt and backward government of Italy there was
this overwhelming support of unintelligent and alien
power. So long as the Whitecoat garrisons were
quartered in the valley of the Po, no attempt to obtain
reformation in the States of the Church or in the
Kingdom of Naples could be carried out. Of this fact
there had already been two flagrant and painful
demonstrations. In 1820 the Austrians had crushed
the constitutional movements in Naples and Pied-
mont ; and eleven years later, when the Romagna
burst out into insurrection against the intolerable
government of the Papal legates, the same sinister
interposition baffled the cause of enlightenment and
reform. Judged indeed by her government of
Lombardy and Venetia, Austria should not be described
either as a barbarous or as a cruel power ; but her
mission was to be stationary, and her removal was
therefore an essential preliminary to the vital and
wholesome progress of the Italian people.

So far the patriots were agreed. Beyond there was
room for every variety of hypothetical construc-
tion and political ideal. Some desired an Italian
federation under the Pope; others an Italian
monarchy ; others a federation of republics ; others
a unitary State on republican lines. Of those who
professed this last opinion no one was so eminent
or influential as Mazzini. The son of a Genoese doctor,
Mazzini was born in 1808 while Italy was still under
the French dominion. As a member of an ancient
city republic, he was suckled in the historic tradition